
My main rea
son for com

ing

to Israel w
as that I h

ad no

idea what w
ould await 

me in

this small 
desert coun

try 

between Syr
ia, Egypt, 

Jordan

and Lebanon
. I came wi

th 

a blank she
et, ignored

 the

depressing 
middle-east

-

news for on
ce and had 

no

expectation
s except fin

ishing

the semeste
r. This wor

ked 

so well for
 me, becaus

e 

Israel is d
ifferent. Is

rael

is beautifu
l and shock

ing 

at the same
 time. Isra

el 

means diver
sity. At ho

me, I

have heard 
this word e

very 

single day 
until I got

 tired

of it, howe
ver, nobody

 

could have 
prepared me

 for

the diversi
ty of langu

ages,

religions, 
cultures, a

nd 

cuisines th
at Israel h

eld

ready for m
e to discov

er.

Jerusalem i
tself is to

 me

the most in
teresting p

lace

in the worl
d, not only

 from

a touristic
 point of v

iew, 

but also fr
om that of 

a 

person just
 living the

re.

Apart from 
the world-k

nown

tourist att
ractions th

at are

without any
 doubts min

d-

blowing and
 can occupy

 you

for months 
or even yea

rs, 

there are s
o many nuan

ces to

the city th
at only unr

avel 

themselves 
to the most

 

patient and
 attentive.

There is no
thing more

relaxing th
an walking

through the
 silent str

eets

of Rechavia
 on a hot 

Saturday an
d lying in

the grass i
n Independe

nce

Park with a
 good book.

 

Every Frida
y afternoon

,

the Machane
 Yehuda Shu

k

turns into 
a boiling m

ass

of bodies, 
each of the

m 

attempting 
to get the 

last

scraps of e
dibles befo

re 

everything 
closes for 

the

weekend. Je
rusalem offe

rs 

limitless p
ossibilitie

s for

exploration
, sight-see

ing 

and persona
l developme

nt.

In this mel
ting pot of

 

religions a
nd cultures

, you

are constan
tly challen

ged 

to find your
 own way an

d 

perspective
 which was,

 

for me, the
 best possi

ble

environment
 for an exc

hange.
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Finding a place to live in Jerusalem is infamousamongst international students – for a reason.Flats and rooms are expensive (prices around2500 NIS, approximately630 €, and higher are to be expected), there are usually no dormitoryrooms available for internationals and the cultural and reli-giousbarriers must not beunderestimated.

After many fruitless conversations, textingwith a bot and hoursspent on Facebook
and Craigslist, I

surprisingly got an offerthrough the friend of the niece of an Israeli colleague of my mother’sonly one month before flying to Israel. I gother room in a studentdormitory in the citycentre for 1500 NIS all inclusive, while she spent her exchangesemester at my home in Liechtenstein. Most of myfriends from the exchangegroup, however, were notso lucky and only found their accommodation aftera few weeks in one of Jerusalem’s (excellent but expensive) hostels.It helps a lot to have

personal contacts amongthe locals to find something suitable.

Houses in Israel are not automatically well-insulated, and the winters can get very cold. I was lucky enoughto live in a brand-new building with good ventilation and heating possibilities. My friendswho lived in older or not so well-maintainedhouses, however, oftenhad to come up with creative ideas and extrablankets.

Finding a homeלמצוא בית Seeing the Old City‘s wall from my window



The dormitory
 I lived in, 

is

located in th
e Downtown Tr

iangle

in Nahalat-Sh
iva, 2 minute

s from

King-George-S
treet and Jaff

a Street.

I could walk 
to the Archit

ecture 

Department an
d the Old Cit

y in 10

minutes and t
o the Mahane 

Yehuda 

Shuk in 20 mi
nutes. This i

s, in my

opinion, the 
best place to

 live in

Jerusalem (as
 long as it i

s only 

for a limited
 time), becau

se there

is literally 
everything. H

owever, 

right behind 
the house is 

also a 

street with m
any bars and 

clubs, so

that it can b
e very noisy.

Many of my fr
iends live(d)

 

in Rehavia, a
 quiet and ne

at

residential a
rea close to 

my place.

It is still v
ery well conn

ected 

to the downto
wn life, but 

a bit

further away 
from the Old 

City and

the Bezalel C
ampus on Har 

HaZofim.

Whenever I ha
d to get some

where in

Jerusalem, I 
usually went 

by foot.

The distances
 are manageab

le and 

the buses not
 very fast, s

o that it

was easier an
d healthier t

o walk. 

But public tr
ansportation 

is cheap

compared to L
iechtenstein 

and my 

hometown Muni
ch and the bu

ses and

the new light
 train are a 

great 

alternative t
o move around

 the 

city.

My second home in Israel: only complete with the national flag

The Old City of Jerusalem
My Israeli hom

e: The dormito
ry

The Sira Bar behind my house



Sha
bba

t i
s t

he 
Jew

ish
 we

eke
nd,

 

but
 it

 is
 al

so 
so 

muc
h m

ore
 th

an 

tha
t. 

Eve
ry 

Fri
day

 ev
eni

ng,
 th

e

fam
ily

 ga
the

rs 
for

 a 
spe

cia
l 

din
ner

 wi
th 

fri
end

s a
nd 

ext
end

ed 

fam
ily

 me
mbe

rs.
 In

 re
lig

iou
s 

hou
seh

old
s, 

no 
ele

ctr
ici

ty 
wil

l 

be 
use

d u
nti

l S
atu

rda
y n

igh
t 

and
 th

e c
ar 

sta
ys 

in 
the

 pa
rki

ng 

lot
. A

ll 
pub

lic
 tr

ans
por

tat
ion

 

sta
nds

 st
ill

 fr
om 

Fri
day

 

aft
ern

oon
 un

til
 Sa

tur
day

 ni
ght

, 

so 
wee

ken
d t

rip
s m

ust
 be

 pl
ann

ed 

car
e-f

ull
y. 

My 
rec

omm
end

ati
on 

is 

to 
get

 as
 ma

ny 
diff

ere
nt 

Sha
bba

t

exp
eri

enc
es 

as 
pos

sib
le 

as 

eve
ryb

ody
 ha

ndl
es 

it 
diff

ere
ntl

y. 

I h
ad 

hug
e p

otl
uck

 fe
ast

s w
ith

 

the
 ot

her
 ex

cha
nge

 st
ude

nts
, 

a f
ami

ly 
par

ty 
at 

my 
mot

her
’s 

Isr
ael

i w
ork

 co
lle

agu
e’s

 wh
ere

 

we 
wat

che
d a

 fil
m a

fte
r d

inn
er

and
 we

nt 
for

 a 
hik

e t
he 

nex
t 

mor
nin

g, 
a s

mal
l b

ut 
del

ici
ous

 

din
ner

 wi
th 

the
 fr

ien
d o

f a
 

fri
end

 I 
had

n’t
 kn

own
 be

for
e 

and
 la

st 
but

 no
t l

eas
t t

he 
man

y 

tim
es 

I v
isi

ted
 my

 fr
ien

ds 
in 

the
 Ga

lil
ee,

 wh
o t

ook
 th

e d
ay 

of 
res

t v
ery

 se
rio

usl
y b

ut 
got

 

up 
at 

six
 to

 ca
re 

for
 th

eir
 te

n 

dog
s.

Adapting to Israeli culture 

and lifestyle was a matter 

of a few weeks, then I spoke 

Hebrew in the Shuk, knew how 

to cook Shakshuka and came late 

to appointments. The clocks 

in Israel run differently and 

what first seemed strange and 

sometimes rude, was soon normal 

for me. However, what really 

made me feel at home in no 

time, was the openness of the 

people. This generosity and 

readiness to embrace strangers 

into the community is a typical 

Israeli trait along with endless 

capacities for discussion, so 

that connecting was a very 

natural process and different to 

anything I have ever experienced 

before. 

With my Israeli friends, I 

often spent hours discussing 

anything from everyday school 

and family stuff to international 

politics and even religion. What 

is treated as a taboo topic in 

the Germanspeaking countries 

is usually casual small talk in 

Israel. Most people encourage 

you to find your own point of 

view and discuss it openly. 

Life and cultureאדמה ותרבות
The Mount of Olives

En route to the Dead Sea

The Wester
n Wall dur

ing my las
t Shabbat 

in Jerusal
em



In th
e Old

 City
 on m

y las
t wee

kend

Vis
iti

ng 
my 

fri
end

s i
n t

he 
Gal

ile
e

Nahlaot - one of the most famous neighbourhoods

In front of 
the Old City

Jaffa Street during Shabbat



The Bezalel Academy is one of the most renown art and designschools in the Middle East and fa-mous all over Israel.Even though the ArchitectureDepartment in the centre is geographically and spirituallya bit isolated from the restof the Academy on Har HaZofim on the outskirts of Jerusalem,the quality of the classes I attended was very high. Sadly, I could only take three classes,one of them the mandatory designstudio you have all over the world, due to severe language problems. The teaching languageat Bezalel is Hebrew, but

attending classes without knowingthe language is possible, as longas the classmates translate theessentials and/or the teacheradapts.

Generally, due to this problem exchange students do not attendtheoretical classes in the Architecture Department and onlytake part in the 12 ECTS (6 Bezalel Credits) design studio.To get more credits, there are interesting electives in English for exchange students about the history of Jerusalemand photography which I highlyrecommend.

In preparation of the s
emester, I

participated in the 10-
day Hebrew course

the Acadamy offered. The
 teacher was 

excellent and barely sp
oke English, so that

we were quickly able to
 introduce ourselves

and order food in Hebre
w. We even learned 

how to read and write i
n Hebrew. However,

I and many other exchan
ge students would 

have loved to learn mor
e in regular classes

during the whole semest
er, but that was no 

possibility.

Studying at Bezalelלמידה בבצלאל

The court
yard of t

he Archit
ecture De

partment



Signi
ng up

 for 
class

es an
d 

getti
ng ev

eryth
ing I

 need
ed wa

s

surpr
ising

ly di
fficult

. Alt
hough

 

there
 was 

a big
 info

rmati
on 

event
 on t

he ma
in ca

mpus 
for 

all t
he in

terna
tiona

ls th
at 

answe
red m

any q
uesti

ons, 
findin

g

my wa
y aro

und t
he Ar

chite
cture

 

Depar
tment

 was 
a com

plete
ly 

differ
ent t

hing.
 On t

he fir
st 

day o
f the

 seme
ster,

 the 
eight

of us
 went

 to t
he offi

ce to
 get 

a cou
rse l

ist a
nd si

gn up
, 

but I
 turn

ed ou
t to 

be th
e 

only 
Bache

lor e
xchan

ge st
udent

in th
e dep

artme
nt an

d nob
ody 

was p
repar

ed fo
r tha

t. I 
had 

to ta
ke di

fferen
t cla

sses 
and

got a
 Hebr

ew co
urse 

list 
I 

could
n‘t r

ead. 
A tea

cher 
tried

to tr
ansla

te it
 for 

me, b
ut 

his o
wn En

glish
 was 

not q
uite

up to
 the 

task 
and fi

nally
, I 

just 
went 

to th
e stu

dio w
hose

profe
ssor 

had b
een r

ecomm
ended

to me
. 

On th
is fir

st da
y, I 

did n
ot 

under
stand

 a si
ngle 

word 
of

what 
was b

eing 
said 

in th
e 

three
 hour

 stud
io cl

ass. 
In th

e

eveni
ng, I

 wrot
e an 

email
 to 

the t
eache

r and
 the 

probl
em wa

s

quick
ly re

solve
d.

In the studio of Zvi 
Efrat, I was lucky to
work with a partner
who spoke English 
well and translated 
during presentations.
When discussing our
project privately 
with the professor, 
he and his assistant
spoke English. At 
Bezalel, each studio
has its own room, so
there is hardly any
interaction between 
the different classes.
However, breaks are

usually spent in 
the courtyard where
everyone meets for
lunch, coffee or a
cigarette.

According to the 
professor, our studio
was very demanding 
compared to the other
studios. Every Monday
and Thursday, we had
private discussions 
or presentations, so 
we spent almost every
day preparing for the
next class. But there

was considerably 
less pressure than
in Liechtenstein
and even though 
I did not have as 
much free time as,
for example, the 
Fine Arts students,
the semester was 
comparably relaxed, 
also due to the fact 
that I only had three
classes in total, 
and I could regularly
take off a day or a
weekend to travel.

My partner Or and I before our final p
resentation

Everyday work in the studio



Safety and travelingבטיחות ונסיעה

When it com
es to safet

y, 

Israel has 
a very bad 

reputation 
and stories

 of 

terrorism, 
rocket atta

cks 

and religio
us segregat

ion are 

all over th
e news. On 

my first 

day in the 
country, I 

noticed 

many soldie
rs in the s

treet 

carrying gu
ns, but sin

ce then 

I have neve
r had a rea

son to 

pay any mor
e attention

 to them 

than to any
 other pass

enger. 

During the 
semester, I

 

travelled t
he country 

(often 

alone) and 
never had a

ny bad 

experience.
 Sometimes 

I felt 

a bit uncom
fortable wh

en 

moving in A
rab areas b

eing 

the only wo
man in the 

street, 

but neither
 I nor my f

riends 

were ever h
arassed and

 usually 

everybody w
as very fri

endly. 

All over th
e country, 

whether 

I was at th
e beach of 

Tel 

Aviv, in th
e Old City 

of 

Jerusalem, 
in the dese

rt or in 

the Golan H
eights, I w

ore my 

normal clot
hes I had b

rought 

from Europe
 and short 

pants 

whenever th
e weather a

llowed 

it. 

Nimrod‘s Fortress in Golan is a spectacular place

The beach of Tel Aviv



Israel is a small country. 
From Jerusalem in the 
middle, one can get to 
Eilat in the very south 
and the Golan Heights in 
the north in about four 
hours by bus. During 
my exchange semester, 
I went to the Dead Sea, 
Tel Aviv and the Galilee 
several times. Further 
trips led me to Haifa, 
Akko, Nimrod‘s Fortress in 
Golan, two springs in the 

desert, Bethlehem and Ein 
Kerem.

And even though the country 
itself is small, there are 
endless possibilities of 
traveling and discovering 
and I only scratched the 
surface. There are a few 
trains connecting the big 
cities Jerusalem, Tel Aviv 
and Haifa, but one can 
travel the whole country 
very cheaply by bus.

In the Galilee: visitng my friends‘ horses

Hiking in 
the Wadi Q

elt - the 
mountains 

in the dis
tance are 

the Jordan
ian border The spring Ein Qelt in the desert

View onto th
e desert and

 the Dead Se
a 

from the for
tress Mezada



!Goodbye, Israelלהתראות, ישראל!

My exchange semester in Israel was the most
special experience, I enjoyed every minute and
found great friends. It is a very challenging
place: the language resembles nothing we know,
the food is sometimes spicier than expected and
the people seem to behave differently. Still, it
is a beautiful country to discover, I felt at
home immediately and can‘t wait to come back!

If you have any more questions about living and
studying in Israel, feel free to contact me via
my e-mail address carla.sauvant@uni.li

Jaffa 
Gate 

in th
e lig

ht of
 the 

setti
ng su

n

With my family back in Munich

My neighbourhood in Jerusalem


